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Joseph’s Dream
37 Now Jacob lived in the land where his father had sojourned, 
in the land of Canaan. 2 These are the records of the generations 
of Jacob.  Joseph, when seventeen years of age, was pasturing the 
flock with his brothers while he was still a youth, along with the 
sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives. And 
Joseph brought back a bad report about them to their father. 
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he 
was the son of his old age; and he made him a varicolored tunic. 
4 His brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his 
brothers; and so they hated him and could not speak to him on 
friendly terms.  5 Then Joseph had a dream, and when he told 
it to his brothers, they hated him even more. 6 He said to them, 
“Please listen to this dream which I have had; 7 for behold, we 
were binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf rose up and 
also stood erect; and behold, your sheaves gathered around and 
bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 Then his brothers said to him, “Are 
you actually going to reign over us? Or are you really going to 
rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and 
for his words.
9 Now he had still another dream, and related it to his brothers, 
and said, “Lo, I have had still another dream; and behold, the 
sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 
10 He related it to his father and to his brothers; and his father 
rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you 
have had? Shall I and your mother and your brothers actually 
come to bow ourselves down before you to the ground?” 11 His 
brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in 
mind.
12  Then his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock in 
Shechem. 13  Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers 
pasturing the flock in Shechem? Come, and I will send you to 
them.” And he said to him, “I will go.” 14 Then he said to him, 
“Go now and see about the welfare of your brothers and the 
welfare of the flock, and bring word back to me.” So he sent him 
from the valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.
15  A man found him, and behold, he was wandering in the 
field; and the man asked him, “What are you looking for?” 
16 He said, “I am looking for my brothers; please tell me where 
they are pasturing the flock.” 17 Then the man said, “They have 

moved from here; for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” 
So Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan.

The Plot against Joseph
18 When they saw him from a distance and before he came 
close to them, they plotted against him to put him to death. 
19 They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer! 20 Now 
then, come and let us kill him and throw him into one of the 
pits; and we will say, ‘A wild beast devoured him.’ Then let us 
see what will become of his dreams!” 21  But Reuben heard 
this and rescued him out of their hands and said, “Let us not 
take his life.” 22 Reuben further said to them, “Shed no blood. 
Throw him into this pit that is in the wilderness, but do not lay 
hands on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hands, 
to restore him to his father. 23 So it came about, when Joseph 
reached his brothers, that they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the 
varicolored tunic that was on him; 24 and they took him and 
threw him into the pit. Now the pit was empty, without any 
water in it.
25 Then they sat down to eat a meal. And as they raised their 
eyes and looked, behold, a caravan of Ishmaelites was coming 
from Gilead, with their camels bearing aromatic gum and balm 
and myrrh, on their way to bring them down to Egypt. 26 Judah 
said to his brothers, “What profit is it for us to kill our brother 
and cover up his blood? 27 Come and let us sell him to the 
Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, 
our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. 28 Then some 
Midianite traders passed by, so they pulled him up and lifted 
Joseph out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty 
shekels of silver. Thus they brought Joseph into Egypt.

Joseph’s Success in Egypt
39 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt; and Potiphar, 
an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the bodyguard, 
bought him from the Ishmaelites, who had taken him down 
there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph, so he became a successful 
man. And he was in the house of his master, the Egyptian. 
3 Now his master saw that the Lord was with him and how the 
Lord caused all that he did to prosper in his hand. 4 So Joseph 
found favor in his sight and became his personal servant; and 
he made him overseer over his house, and all that he owned he 
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put in his charge. 5 It came about that from the time he made 
him overseer in his house and over all that he owned, the Lord 
blessed the Egyptian’s house on account of Joseph; thus the 
Lord’s blessing was upon all that he owned, in the house and in 
the field. 6 So he left everything he owned in Joseph’s charge; 
and with him there he did not concern himself with anything 
except the food which he ate.

Joseph Imprisoned
19 Now when his master heard the words of his wife, which 
she spoke to him, saying, “This is what your slave did to me,” 
his anger burned. 20 So Joseph’s master took him and put him 
into the jail, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined; 
and he was there in the jail. 21 But the Lord was with Joseph 
and extended kindness to him, and gave him favor in the sight 
of the chief jailer. 22  The chief jailer committed to Joseph’s 
charge all the prisoners who were in the jail; so that whatever 
was done there, he was responsible for it. 23 The chief jailer did 
not supervise anything under Joseph’s charge because the Lord 
was with him; and whatever he did, the Lord made to prosper.

Joseph Interprets
14 Then Pharaoh sent and called for Joseph, and they hurriedly 
brought him out of the dungeon; and when he had shaved himself 
and changed his clothes, he came to Pharaoh. 15 Pharaoh said 
to Joseph, “I have had a dream, but no one can interpret it; and 
I have heard it said about you, that when you hear a dream you 
can interpret it.” 16 Joseph then answered Pharaoh, saying, “It is 
not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.” 

Joseph Is Made a Ruler of Egypt
38 Then Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like 
this, in whom is a divine spirit?” 39 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, 
“Since God has informed you of all this, there is no one so 
discerning and wise as you are. 40 You shall be over my house, 
and according to your command all my people shall do homage; 
only in the throne I will be greater than you.”

Joseph’s Brothers Sent to Egypt
42 Now Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, and Jacob said 
to his sons, “Why are you staring at one another?” 2 He said, 
“Behold, I have heard that there is grain in Egypt; go down 
there and buy some for us from that place, so that we may live 
and not die.” 3 Then ten brothers of Joseph went down to buy 
grain from Egypt. 4  But Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother 
Benjamin with his brothers, for he said, “I am afraid that harm 
may befall him.” 5  So the sons of Israel came to buy grain 
among those who were coming, for the famine was in the land 
of Canaan also.

6 Now Joseph was the ruler over the land; he was the one who 
sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came 
and bowed down to him with their faces to the ground.

Joseph Deals Kindly with His Brothers
45 Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who 
stood by him, and he cried, “Have everyone go out from me.” So 
there was no man with him when Joseph made himself known 
to his brothers. 2 He wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard 
it, and the household of Pharaoh heard of it. 3 Then Joseph said 
to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his 
brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his 
presence.
4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come closer to me.” 
And they came closer. And he said, “I am your brother Joseph, 
whom you sold into Egypt. 5 Now do not be grieved or angry 
with yourselves, because you sold me here, for God sent me 
before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land 
these two years, and there are still five years in which there will 
be neither plowing nor harvesting. 7 God sent me before you to 
preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive 
by a great deliverance. 8 Now, therefore, it was not you who sent 
me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and 
lord of all his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 
9 Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, ‘Thus says your 
son Joseph, “God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to 
me, do not delay. 10 You shall live in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s 
children and your flocks and your herds and all that you have. 
11 There I will also provide for you, for there are still five years 
of famine to come, and you and your household and all that 
you have would be impoverished.”’ 12  Behold, your eyes see, 
and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth 
which is speaking to you. 13 Now you must tell my father of 
all my splendor in Egypt, and all that you have seen; and you 
must hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he fell on 
his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on 
his neck. 15 He kissed all his brothers and wept on them, and 
afterward his brothers talked with him.

Jacob Moves to Egypt
46 So Israel set out with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, 
and offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2 God spoke 
to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he 
said, “Here I am.” 3 He said, “I am God, the God of your father; 
do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you a great 
nation there. 4 I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also 
surely bring you up again; and Joseph will close your eyes.”


