
Session 7: 
The Living Word

Session 1: Three Trees

Created in God’s Image

“Then God said: Let us make human 
beings in our image, after our likeness.” 
(Gen 1:26)

“‘I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.’” ( John 10:10b)

“For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and the 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things were 
created through him and for him.” (Col 1:16)

Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil

“The Lord God gave the man this 
order: You are free to eat from any of 
the trees of the garden except the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. From that 
tree you shall not eat; when you eat from 
it you shall die.” (Gen 2:16-17)

“Christ ransomed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 
written, ‘Cursed be everyone who hangs on a tree.’” (Gal 3:13)

“But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit. And behold, the veil 
of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, rocks were 
split, tombs were opened, and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised.” (Matt 27:51-52)

Tree of Life (After the Fall) 

“The Lord God therefore banished him 
from the garden of Eden…He expelled 
the man, stationing the cherubim and 
the fiery revolving sword east of the 
garden of Eden, to guard the way to the 
tree of life.” (Gen 3:23-24)

“Jesus said to them, ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day.’” ( John 6:53-54)

“‘I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear 
much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.’” ( John 15:5)
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Session 2: In the Beginning

Protoevangelium

“I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; They will strike at your head, while 
you strike at their heel.” (Gen 3:15)

“For while your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, I want you to 
be wise as to what is good, and simple as to what is evil; then the God of peace will 
quickly crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.”  
(Rom 16:19-20)

Testing of Abraham

“Some time afterward, God put 
Abraham to the test and said to him: 
Abraham! ‘Here I am!’ he replied. Then 
God said: Take your son Isaac, your only 
one, whom you love, and go to the land 
of Moriah. There offer him up as a burnt 
offering on one of the heights that I will 
point out to you.” (Gen 22:1-2)

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him might not perish but might have eternal life.” ( John 3:16)

“Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; then from the cloud came a voice, 
‘This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.’” (Mark 9:7)

“For Christ, while we were still helpless, yet died at the appointed time for the 
ungodly. Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person, though perhaps for 
a good person one might even find courage to die. But God proves his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.”
(Rom 5:6-8)

Only Beloved Son, Sacrificial Lamb Carries the Wood

“So Abraham took the wood for the 
burnt offering and laid it on his son 
Isaac, while he himself carried the 
fire and the knife. As the two walked 
on together, Isaac spoke to his father 
Abraham. ‘Father!’ he said. ‘Here I am,’ 
he replied. Isaac continued, ‘Here are 
the fire and the wood, but where is the 
sheep for the burnt offering?’ ‘My son,’ 
Abraham answered, ‘God will provide 
the sheep for the burnt offering.’ Then 
the two walked on together.”  
(Gen 22:6-8)

“Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and carrying 
the cross himself he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull, in Hebrew, 
Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with 
Jesus in the middle.” ( John 19:16-18)

John the Baptist referring to Jesus: “The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him 
and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.’”  
( John 1:29)
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Session 3: Wonder & Wander

God Setting Israel Free

“But the Lord said: I have witnessed the 
affliction of my people in Egypt and have 
heard their cry against their taskmasters, 
so I know well what they are suffering. 
Therefore I have come down to rescue 
them from the power of the Egyptians 
and lead them up from that land into a 
good and spacious land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey…” (Ex 3:7,8a)

“Do you not know that if you present yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you 
are slaves of the one you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, 
which leads to righteousness?  But thanks be to God that, although you were once 
slaves of sin, you have become obedient from the heart to the pattern of teaching to 
which you were entrusted.” (Rom 6:16,17)

“Jesus answered them, ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 
of sin. A slave does not remain in a household forever, but a son always remains.  So if 
a son frees you, then you will truly be free.’” ( John 8:34-36)

Manna

“Then the Lord said to Moses: I am 
going to rain down bread from heaven 
for you.” (Ex 16:4a)

“So Jesus said to them, ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave the 
bread from heaven; my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread 
of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ So they 
said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’ Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life; 
whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst.’” 
( John 6:32-35)

Passover Lamb

“Your lamb must be a year-old male 
and without blemish. You may take it 
from either the sheep or the goats.  You 
will keep it until the fourteenth day of 
this month, and then, with the whole 
community of Israel assembled, it will be 
slaughtered during the evening twilight. 
They will take some of its blood and 
apply it to the two doorposts and the 
lintel of the houses in which they eat 
it… But for you the blood will mark the 
houses where you are. Seeing the blood, I 
will pass over you; thereby, when I strike 
the land of Egypt, no destructive blow 
will come upon you.” (Ex 12:5-7, 13)

“For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed.  Therefore, let us celebrate the feast, 
not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth.” (1 Cor 5:7b-8)

“For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile all 
things for him, making peace by the blood of his cross [through him], whether those 
on earth or those in heaven.” (Col 1:19-20)

“…You were ransomed from your futile conduct, handed on by your ancestors, not 
with perishable things like silver or gold but with the precious blood of Christ as of a 
spotless unblemished lamb.” (1 Pet 1:18b-19)

“…Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 
the firstborn of the dead and ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and 
has freed us from our sins by his blood.” (Rev 1:4b-5)
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Session 4: Kings & Queens

The Messiah from David’s Lineage

“But King Solomon shall be blessed, and 
David’s throne shall be established before 
the Lord forever.” (1 Kings 2:45)

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” 
(Matt 1:1)

“Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom did 
belong to this world, my attendants [would] be fighting to keep me from being 
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not here.’” ( John 18:36)

David Anointed King

“Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in 
hand, anointed him in the midst of his 
brothers, and from that day on, the spirit 
of the Lord rushed upon David.” 
(1 Sam 16:13a)

“You know the word [that God] sent to the Israelites as he proclaimed peace through 
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, what has happened all over Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the holy Spirit and power.” (Acts 10:36-38a)

Note: “Christ” is Greek for “Messiah,” which means “Anointed”

Temple, God’s Dwelling Place

“When the priests left the holy place, 
the cloud filled the house of the Lord so 
that the priests could no longer minister 
because of the cloud, since the glory 
of the Lord had filled the house of the 
Lord.” (1 Kings 8:10, 11)

“Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise 
it up.’  The Jews said, ‘This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, 
and you will raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking about the temple of his 
body.  Therefore, when he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 
had said this, and they came to believe the scripture and the word Jesus had spoken.” 
( John 2:19-22)
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Session 5: Sufferings, Songs, and Sages

Innocent Suffering

“The Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you 
noticed my servant Job? There is no one 
on earth like him, blameless and upright, 
fearing God and avoiding evil.’” ( Job 1:8)

“When the chief priests and the guards saw him they cried out, ‘Crucify him, crucify 
him!’ Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and crucify him. I find no guilt in 
him.’” ( John 19:6)

The Good Shepherd

“The Lord is my shepherd; there is 
nothing I lack. / In green pastures he 
makes me lie down; to still waters he 
leads me; / he restores my soul. He 
guides me along right paths for the sake 
of his name. Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, / I will 
fear no evil, for you are with me; your 
rod and your staff comfort me.” (Psalm 
23:1-4)

“‘I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  A hired 
man, who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming 
and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf catches and scatters them.  This is 
because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep.  I am the good shepherd, 
and I know mine and mine know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father; and I will lay down my life for the sheep.’” ( John 10:11-14)

The Lover of our Soul

“Arise, my friend, my beautiful one, and 
come! / …Let me see your face, let me 
hear your voice, / For your voice is sweet, 
and your face is lovely.” (Songs 2:13b-14)

“‘For the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have come to 
believe that I came from God.’” ( John 16:27)

“‘Father, they are your gift to me. I wish that where I am they also may be with 
me, that they may see my glory that you gave me, because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world. Righteous Father, the world also does not know you, but I 
know you, and they know that you sent me. I made known to them your name and I 
will make it known, that the love with which you loved me may be in them and I in 
them.’” ( John 17:24, 26)
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Session 6: “See, I Place My Words in Your Mouth” (Jer 1:9)

God’s Spousal Love

“I will betroth you to me forever: I 
will betroth you to me with justice and 
with judgment, with loyalty and with 
compassion; I will betroth you to me 
with fidelity, and you shall know the 
Lord.” (Hos 2:21, 22)

John the Baptist referring to Jesus: “‘The one who has the bride is the bridegroom; the 
best man, who stands and listens to him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. So 
this joy of mine has been made complete.  He must increase; I must decrease.’”  
( John 3:29-30)

“‘Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory. For the wedding day of the Lamb has 
come, his bride has made herself ready. She was allowed to wear a bright, clean linen 
garment.’ (The linen represents the righteous deeds of the holy ones.) Then the angel 
said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who have been called to the wedding feast of 
the Lamb.’” (Rev 19:7-9)

Suffering Servant

“Yet it was our pain that he bore, our 
sufferings he endured. We thought of 
him as stricken, struck down by God and 
afflicted, But he was pierced for our sins, 
crushed for our iniquity. He bore the 
punishment that makes us whole, by his 
wounds we were healed. We had all gone 
astray like sheep, all following our own 
way. But the Lord laid upon him the 
guilt of us all.” (Is 53:4-6)

“When it was evening, they brought him many who were possessed by demons, and 
he drove out the spirits by a word and cured all the sick, to fulfill what had been said 
by Isaiah the prophet: ‘He took away our infirmities and bore our diseases.’”  
(Matt 8:16-17)

“When he was insulted, he returned no insult; when he suffered, he did not threaten; 
instead, he handed himself over to the one who judges justly.  He himself bore our 
sins in his body upon the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness. 
By his wounds you have been healed.” (1 Pet 2:23-24)

The New Covenant

“See, days are coming…when I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. …But this is the 
covenant I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days… I will place my 
law within them, and write it upon their 
hearts; I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people.” ( Jer 31:31,33)

“Then he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This 
is my body, which will be given for you; do this in memory of me.’ And likewise the 
cup after they had eaten, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which will 
be shed for you.’” (Luke 22:19-20)

“‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, which the 
world cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows it. But you know it, because it 
remains with you, and will be in you.’” ( John 14:15-17)


