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Light the WayI.	 Introduction

II.	 The	Arrest	of	Church	Leaders:	A	Community	in	Crisis?

A. They will seize you and persecute you, they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they will 
have you led before kings and governors because of my name. (Luke 21:12)

B. The Power of a Name

C. Dear friends, may no adversity paralyze you. Be afraid neither of the world, nor of the future, nor of your 
weakness. The Lord has allowed you to live in this moment of history so that, by your faith, his name will 
continue to resound throughout the world. (Pope Benedict XVI)

D. Ongoing Persecution
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III.	 The	Release	of	Church	Leaders:	Defying	Expectations

A. Gamaliel - Acts 5:34

B. Rejoicing in Suffering

C. To have Christian hope means to know about evil and yet to go to meet the future with confidence. The core 
of faith rests upon accepting being loved by God, and therefore to believe is to say Yes, not only to him, but to 
creation, to creatures, above all, to men, to try to see the image of God in each person and thereby to become a 
lover. That’s not easy, but the basic Yes, the conviction that God has created men, that he stands behind them, 
that they aren’t simply negative, gives love a reference point that enables it to ground hope on the basis of 
faith. (Pope Benedict XVI)

IV.	 Taking	Our	Place	Among	the	Faithful

A. The Power of a Personal Testimony
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B. St. Teresa of Avila

C. St. Maximilian Kolbe

D. There are times when the burden of need and our own limitations might tempt us to become discouraged. But 
precisely then we are helped by the knowledge that, in the end, we are only instruments in the Lord’s hands; 
and this knowledge frees us from the presumption of thinking that we alone are personally responsible for 
building a better world. In all humility we will do what we can, and in all humility we will entrust the 
rest to the Lord. It is God who governs the world, not we. We offer him our service only to the extent that we 
can, and for as long as he grants us the strength. To do all we can with what strength we have, however, is 
the task which keeps the good servant of Jesus Christ always at work: “The love of Christ urges us on” (2 Cor 
5:14). (Pope Benedict XVI)

V.	 Conclusion
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