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Light the WayI.	 “You	will	receive	power	when	the	Holy	Spirit	comes	upon	you,	and	you	will	be	my	
witnesses	in	Jerusalem,	throughout	Judea	and	Samaria,	and	to	the	ends	of	the	
earth.”	(Acts	1:8)	

II.	 Setting	the	Stage

A. Those who had been scattered by the persecution that arose because of Stephen went as far as Phoenicia, 
Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but Jews. There were some Cypriots and Cyrenians among 
them, however, who came to Antioch and began to speak to the Greeks as well, proclaiming the Lord Jesus. 
The hand of the Lord was with them and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. The news about 
them reached the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas [to go] to Antioch. When he arrived 
and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced and encouraged them all to remain faithful to the Lord in firmness of 
heart, for he was a good man, filled with the holy Spirit and faith. And a large number of people was added 
to the Lord. Then [Barnabas] went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him he brought him 
to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught a large number of people, and it was in 
Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians. (Acts 11:19-26)
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III.	 First	Missionary	Journey	

(Acts	12-14)

A. Encountering Resistance

B. They strengthened the spirit of the disciples and exhorted them to persevere in faith, saying, “It is necessary for us 
to undergo many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.” They appointed presbyters for them in each church and, 
with prayer and fasting, commended them to the Lord in whom they had put their faith. (Acts 14:22-23)

IV.	 The	Jerusalem	Council	(Acts	15)

A. Because there arose no little dissension and debate by Paul and Barnabas with them, it was decided that Paul, 
Barnabas, and some of the others should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and presbyters about this question. 
(Acts 15:2)

B. About Church Councils
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C. The Magisterium 

1. The mission of the Magisterium is linked to the definitive nature of the covenant established by God with 
his people in Christ. It is this Magisterium’s task to preserve God’s people from deviations and defections 
and to guarantee them the objective possibility of professing the true faith without error. Thus, the pastoral 
duty of the Magisterium is aimed at seeing to it that the People of God abides in the truth that liberates. 
To fulfill this service, Christ endowed the Church’s shepherds with the charism of infallibility in matters of 
faith and morals. (CCC 890)

2. CCC 74-100

V.	 Second	Missionary	
Journey:	Mission	to	the	
Ends	of	the	Earth		
(Acts	15-18)

A. They travelled through the Phrygian and Galatian territory because they had been prevented by the holy 
Spirit from preaching the message in the province of Asia. When they came to Mysia, they tried to go on to 
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them, so they crossed through Mysia and came down to Troas. 
During [the] night Paul had a vision. A Macedonian stood before him and implored him with these words, 
“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” When he had seen the vision, we sought passage to Macedonia at 
once, concluding that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. (Acts 16:6-10) 

Session 8: Missionary Journeys

www.bible-history.com



Page 56 | Light the Way Our Lady of Grace Bible Study for Adults

VI.	 Third	Missionary	Journey	

(Acts	18-21)

VII.	 Modern-Day	Missionaries

A. Testimony

B. Lessons in Evangelization

C. Life is like a voyage on the sea of history, often dark and stormy, a voyage in which we watch for the stars 
that indicate the route. The true stars of our life are the people who have lived good lives. They are lights of 
hope. Certainly, Jesus Christ is the true light, the sun that has risen above all the shadows of history. But to 
reach Him we also need lights close by - people who shine with his light and so guide us along our way. (Pope 
Benedict XVI, Spe Salvi, 49)
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