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Introduction 

In 1945, Father Luis Forrey first celebrated Mass for Our Lady of Grace on the stage of the Edina 
Theater on 50th and France. Approximately, 160 families made up the new parish. A few years later, 
thanks to the vision of a few parish leaders (including Timothy Maroney), a 20-acre farm was 
purchased for eventual construction of a church and school (which opened just five years later in 1948). 
Over time, a new church (our current sanctuary) was constructed, the school was expanded, and 
capital improvements were made. 

Thanks to the foresight and generosity of faithful parishioners two generations ago, a legacy of giving 
and serving has given hope and impacted hundreds of thousands of souls for 75 years! 

Today, our founding families would be amazed. Our Lady of Grace has grown to become one of the 
largest and most vibrant parish and school communities in the Archdiocese. We are blessed with more 
than 2,500 parish families, 660 students in our Catholic School, more than 700 youth and adults in our 
faith formation programs – which span from Sunday school to activities for seniors, as well as an active 
Men’s Club.   

 

Our Mission and Vision…for the next 75 years 

Our Lady of Grace has a clear mission: Making Jesus 
Christ Known and Loved. This plays out in sometimes 
quiet, often beautiful ways.  

Our vision is not about new buildings and fundraising 
appeals. It is about coming together to foster greater 
engagement, connectivity and participation in our parish 
community, creating a virtuous cycle that impacts OLG 
and beyond. Our community (our society) needs more of 
what Our Lady of Grace can provide. We are meeting the 
call to extend and expand our ministries to build hope and 
impact souls. 

 

Our Challenge and Opportunity 

Today, the leadership of Our Lady of Grace has a vision for how we Advance our Mission for how our 
community will develop and grow over the next 75 years. Thanks to tremendous growth in who we are 
and in those we serve - spiritually, academically, socially and physically – coupled with the constraints 
of our facilities - the parish faces significant limitations in our ability to carry out our mission.  
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Consider a few challenges:  

• Limited space for the parish and school communities to gather for various ministries and 
social/hospitality opportunities; thereby inhibiting our ability to serve our members spiritually 
and socially through formation and fellowship. 

• The small parish/school kitchen limits many ministries, often leaving funeral organizers to plan 
their meals off-site or forcing students to eat lunch in their classrooms.  

• Limited space for athletics and fine arts, including no locker rooms in the gym originally built 
as a church sanctuary and converted to a gym for 350 students, and audience seating on the 
floor in front of a temporary stage for the 8th grade play.  There is also a missed opportunity for 
additional activities in the gym, due to scheduling constraints for the only large space on 
campus besides Cassidy Hall.  

• We are a vibrant parish, in part, because of our new and young families. Unfortunately, many 
of these families don’t engage until their children start attending school. A persistent question 
we hear is “Why doesn’t OLG have a preschool?”  Children are like sponges, yet we are missing 
the opportunity to teach them about Jesus during some of their most impressionable years. 

• Limited office space means some staff have offices originally designed as closets. It adds a strain 
on our parish staff, restricts their ability to collaborate and our ability to minister and serve. 

• We host 40 weddings a year – a crucial touch point in a young person’s spiritual journey – but 
our wedding director is positioned in an out-of-reach, unattractive space.  

 

Our Way Forward 

We’re a vibrant parish, but we’re missing many opportunities to engage people.  

In 2008, the parish participated in an extensive strategic planning process to identify a long-term plan 
to meet the future needs of our parish community.  Major findings included the need for a new rectory 
to house our priests, a multi-purpose parish life/ministry center, a new gymnasium(s)/performing arts 
space, preschool, additional meeting spaces and classrooms.   

Under the leadership of Father Kevin Finnegan, a new Strategic Planning Committee made-up of 
parish and school leadership (staff and volunteers) is re-evaluating where we are today with on an eye 
on the next 75 years. This analysis includes a review of the findings of the previous strategic plan, as 
well as surveying parishioners to identify additional pressing needs and priorities that have more 
recently emerged. In order to achieve our vision to engage a growing community and have greater 
impact, the committee has identified five core objectives:  
 
1. Expand ministries, enhance fellowship and build community 

Build a Parish Life Center 

Key features include:  
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• Larger commons area connected to the church 
• Large multi-purpose space to accommodate large gatherings and small meetings 
• Consolidated, accessible and inviting office space for both parish and school staff 
• Kitchen with space to support all parish and school ministries 
• Bride’s room to accommodate over 40 weddings annually 

Impact: 
• Enhance and expand ministries and fellowship across all parish/school demographics - from 

youth to seniors - seeking a gathering space to connect, support, and enrich each other 
• Enable hundreds more people to socialize after Mass, deepening their ties to the parish  
• Bolster our wedding ministry, engaging young couples at a crucial point in their spiritual 

journey    
• Establish onsite meal preparation and space for funeral luncheons, school dining and other 

activities 
• Foster greater collaboration and a deeper sense of camaraderie among parish and school staff    

 
Latest renderings of proposed facility changes 

 
2. Serve the whole child – mind, body and soul 

Replace the Gymnasium, add a Performing Arts Stage and convert existing Gymnasium into 
Innovative Learning Spaces 

Key features:  
• Large gymnasium that can be separated into two gyms 
• Performing arts stage 
• Seating for hundreds of spectators during sporting events 
• Locker rooms  
• Capacity to seat 1,000 people for large Masses  
• Conversion of existing gym into innovative learning spaces for independent and specialized 

learning (including a Creative Maker Space -- STEM lab, robotics and film production), with 
movable walls for multi-purpose use, a resource center that can provide education for students 
excelling or needing extra educational coaching and opportunities for online learning 
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Impact:  
• Allow for expanded physical education and athletics competition space, as well as a stage for 

performing arts – benefitting students, as well as the larger parish community  
• Provide adequate space for youth from the school and parish to socialize in a safe and faith-

based environment 
• Allow for more youth and adults to participate in gym-related activities 
• Engage more students and their extended families at sporting and fine arts events - building 

school spirit and community 
• Invite visiting athletic teams to stay, socialize and experience our Catholic community 
• Enable extended families (grandchildren, siblings, godparents) to worship with students at 

Mass and cultivate their spirituality together  
• Maximize personalized learning by enabling students to reach outcomes that go beyond the 

space of a classroom, include independent study, and foster small group  
• Enable our school to remain competitive in an increasingly diverse, high-tech landscape where 

STEM and Robotics programs are often stressed  
 

3. Engage new and young families - make Jesus known to families and children after Baptism 

Build an Early Childhood Development Center  

Key features:  
• A preschool for ages 3 and older that is integrated into our current K-8 school curriculum, 

tradition, traffic flow, and love and service for Jesus 
• Meeting and collaboration space for new family and parent enrichment, parish nursery and 

family formation needs, and other clinics and workshops extended to the broader community, 
not solely preschool families 

Impact:  
• Demonstrates our responsiveness to the needs of our community, who have clearly voiced a 

desire for an OLG preschool 
• Fills the gap in our parish ministries from baptism to kindergarten, engaging young families at 

a pivotal juncture 
• Prepares young children for school through a first-rate curriculum and age-appropriate 

spiritual formation 
• Adds a vibrancy to our parish and serves as an invitation to join us, as demonstrated by the fact 

that a significant percentage of adults being received into the church (via RCIA) came to their 
faith through their children in school  

• Is self-sustaining, coupled with an expectation that it will generate income to fund school 
improvements beyond the preschool  

 
4. Ensure our priests’ well-being and connectivity to the Parish 

Build a priest residence  

We’re blessed and grateful for the donors and the fundraising committee/project team that has already raised 
a majority of the money needed for this priests' residence!  

Key features:  
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• Living quarters on the OLG campus that will provide comfortable living for the priests serving 
Our Lady of Grace, as well as additional priests who are retired, from Ghana, or serving in 
Archdiocesan ministries 

• A worship space 
• An area for entertaining   
• Four bedroom suites 

Impact:  
• Supports our priests and fosters their presence within parish life  
• Provides greater ease and access to our priests for parishioners 
• Allows priests to provide hospitality and build community in their home 
• Brings a full-circle, intergenerational experience with retired priests who have a special wisdom 

and a gift for supporting parishioners in times of need 
• Invigorates our parish with a sense of the universal Church, including hosting priests from our 

sister parishes in Ghana and Honduras 
• Fosters priestly fraternity that ensures our pastors are healthy and well supported, which 

results in more dynamic leaders and a growing parishioner-base 
•  Tangible evidence of how OLG values our priests  

 
5. Ensure the long-term viability of our facilities  

Re-configure existing space and address deferred maintenance needs 

Key features:  
• New church and elementary school roof and finishing  
• New church lighting system in the commons area 
• Expanded sacristy  
• Reupholstered pews and kneelers in the worship space; new floor tiles 
• Expanded choir area  
• Upgraded security system  
• Upgrades to the organ  
• Remodeled baptistery  
• Two new reconciliation rooms  
• Renovations to administration building    
• AV equipment in the dining room 

Impact:  
• Ensure the long-term viability of our facilities for future generations 
• Provide for the safety and comfort of all parishioners  
• Expand our sacramental outreach through baptism and reconciliation, engaging more young 

families  
• Add beauty and elevate worship 
• Create a more focused worship and fellowship space 

 
 
How You Can Help 
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Father Kevin Finnegan, Kay Barzen 

Our Lady of Grace is at a critical juncture in our parish’s history. Do we simply maintain the status-
quo, or do we cast our vision for the next 75 years – just as OLG’s founding families did?  As we 
navigate this pivotal time in our parish history, you are invited to play a role in its success. 
 
Some ways you can have an impact: 
 

• Pray for the cause. We will need spiritual support to sustain this ambitious undertaking. Pray 
for wisdom, perseverance and generosity.    

• Offer your input. Your perspective is crucial as we refine this plan and prepare to launch the 
capital campaign.   

• Spread the word. Help us generate excitement for the huge impact we will have if we are able to 
bring this dream into a reality.   

• Make a gift or sacrificial pledge. This campaign will only be possible with your financial gifts.   
 
 
Closing 

“To whom much is given...much is expected.” (Luke 12) This 
message from Jesus must be embraced by the OLG community – 
and this capital campaign provides an opportunity to put faith 
into action.  

One day we will reflect on our legacy. We’ll be asked what we 
did to not only preserve this special faith community but to 
make it better for the next generation.  

We’ll consider the ones who follow us – and the ones who went 
before us, including our founding families who searched out 
farmland for the church 75 years ago. Timothy Maroney felt it 
was his “daily duty” to be part of the construction process.  

Today Timothy’s daughter, Kay Barzen, is 103 years-old and an 
engaged member of the parish and enthusiastic supporter of this 
initiative. 

“Much has changed over the years, but there is still so much that 
remains the same,” Kay said. “OLG is still a place where anyone can come and feel secure and at home 
with God. It has been important to me – in the past and, I intend, in the future – to support the church 
and school. By doing so, I feel that it brings my life closer to God and thereby gives me a genuine sense 
of happiness. It is a way I can give back some of the many gifts which God has given to me.”  

 

 


