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Our Lady of Grace 
Bible Study for Adults

Spring 2017

Small Group 
Questions

Session 2: In the Beginning

Notes

“Our God in his deepest mystery is not 
a solitude, but a family,  since he has 
in himself fatherhood, sonship and the 
essence of the family, which is love.”   
  (Saint John Paul II)

Prayer
Take some time this week to pray with the following two creation passages:

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in his image, / in the image of God 
he created them; / male and female he created them. …God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day.  (Genesis 1:24-27,31)

…then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being.  (Genesis 2:7)

Questions

1. It can be helpful when participating in a Bible study, book club, or attending 
a conference or lecture to choose “one sentence” each time that resonates with 
you and try to apply it. What “one sentence” did you take away from the first 
session, from the lecture, small group discussion, this week’s questions, etc.?

2. Read Genesis 1:24-27. This passage gives us one of the first indications of the 
Holy Trinity – the concept of one God who exists in three persons. (Can you 
catch why this is?) Describe your image of God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Spirit.

3. How can a deeper understanding about who you are called to be impact your 
daily life? Give one concrete example.
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4. Read Genesis 3:1-7. When in the garden with Adam and Eve, the serpent cast 
a doubt on the trustworthiness of God. Can you think of any doubts or lies the 
enemy is presenting to you about the Father’s love for you and his desire for you to 
flourish?

Throughout Scripture, God establishes various covenants, or oaths, with humanity. 
These covenants can only be ended by the death of one of the agreeing parties (Think: 
“Til death do us part.”) There are many covenants established in Genesis. Three of 
these, God establishes with Abram/Abraham:

• Genesis 15:17-21 – The covenant of the Promised Land
• Genesis 17:3-7 – Abram (now Abraham) will be the father of many nations
• Genesis 22:15-18 – the promised Messiah will come from Abraham’s line

5. Reflecting on the above covenants, which one do you find most interesting? Why? 

6. Read Genesis 22:1-18. In this story, Isaac is a “figure” of Jesus.  What obvious and 
less obvious similarities do you see?

The story of Joseph is a long one, spanning Genesis 37–50.  For an overview, read 
Genesis 37:1-28, 39:1-6, 19-23, 41:14-16, 37-40, 42:1-6, 45:1-15, 46:1-4 (see handout).

7. Despite his brothers’ actions against him in the past, Joseph acts generously and 
provides his family members with the food they need to survive a famine. Does this 
kind of forgiveness come easily to you? Why or why not?

8. Reflect on Genesis 45:1-15. Where have you seen God working through adverse 
circumstances or in unexpected ways?


