
Session 4: 
Kings & Queens

Prayer

“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 
mercy blot out my transgressions. / Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. / For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. / Against you, you 
alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, / so that you are justified in your 
sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. / Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when 
my mother conceived me. / You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom 
in my secret heart. / Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow. / Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
/ Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. / Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within me. / Do not cast me away from your presence, 
and do not take your holy spirit from me. / Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and 
sustain in me a willing spirit.”   (Psalm 51:1-12)

Questions

1.	 Reflecting	on	last	week’s	lesson	about	God	leading	the	Israelites	out	of	bondage	in	
Egypt,	what	is	one	takeaway	that	you	could	apply	to	your	life?

Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, but was not the one to lead them into the 
Promised Land: Joshua takes over command and a new era in Israel’s history begins. 
Even though God promises to be with Joshua, Joshua does not act rashly. Throughout 
this lesson we will see God often using flawed characters (like us) to carry out His plan.

2.	 Read	Joshua 2.	Describe	your	opinion	of	Rahab.	Only after you write your thoughts,	
read	Matthew 1:1-6	and	Hebrews 11:31	(both	found	in	the	New	Testament).	How	
does	this	information	impact	your	opinion	of	her?

3.	 Read	Joshua 3.	Where	else	do	you	see	this	type	of	thing	happening	in	the	Bible?	
For	help,	see	Matthew 3:13-17.
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After the death of Joshua and his generation, “…a later generation arose that did not 
know the Lord or the work he had done for Israel, [and] the Israelites did what was 
evil in the sight of the Lord.” ( Judges 2:10-11) In response, God raised up a number 
of men and women to lead Israel, referred to as “Judges.” There emerges a pattern of 
disobedience, punishment, repentance, restoration, disobedience… which we will see 
throughout the rest of the history of Israel. The final two judges of Israel are the priest, 
Eli, and the prophet, Samuel.

4.	 Read	1 Samuel 3:1-10.	In	what	ways	have	you	experienced	the	Lord	speaking	to	
you?	What	are	some	things	you	can	do	to	help	you	hear	Him	even	more?

5.	 In	the	era	of	the	Judges,	God	was	viewed	as	the	true	leader	of	Israel,	working	
through	the	men	and	women	He	appointed	to	serve	as	judges.	Read	1 Samuel 9.	
Do	you	think	it	was	a	good	thing	for	Israel	to	move	from	having	judges	to	having	
kings?	Why	or	why	not?

6.	 Read	1 Samuel 16:1-13.	Jesse,	David’s	own	father,	had	not	included	David	in	the	
banquet	festivities,	instead	leaving	him	to	tend	the	sheep	in	the	fields.	Yet	David	was	
God’s	choice	for	king.	Can	you	think	of	a	time	when	you	judged	someone	based	on	
outward	appearances,	and	were	pleasantly	surprised	to	find	you	were	wrong?

7.	 King	David	for	the	most	part	was	a	very	good	king,	but	was	not	without	sin.	Read	
2 Samuel 11:1-17.	Bathsheba	and	David	broke	several	commandments.	However,	
God	still	uses	them	in	His	plan	for	salvation	(see	again	Matthew 1:1-6).	We	all	
sin	and	are	in	constant	need	of	repentance.	How	have	you	experienced	God’s	
forgiveness	in	your	life?	(Note:	Psalm	51	above	is	attributed	to	David,	written	after	
being	confronted	by	the	prophet	Nathan.)

8.	 Read	2 Samuel 7:1-17.	King	David	wanted	to	build	the	Temple	of	the	Lord,	and	
his	reasons	seemed	well-founded.	But	God	told	him	no;	instead,	David’s	son,	
Solomon,	would	end	up	building	the	Temple.	Have	there	been	times	when	you	
thought	God	was	calling	you	to	something,	only	to	see	the	possibility	evaporate?	
How	did	you	feel	at	the	time?	How	do	you	feel	now?


