
Session 8: 
Peter, Paul, and Epistles

Prayer
Take some time to pray this week with the following scripture:

When they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons 
that the Father has established by his own authority. But you will receive power when the 
holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were looking on, 
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight. While they were looking intently at 
the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in white garments stood beside them. They 
said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at the sky? This Jesus who has 
been taken up from you into heaven will return in the same way as you have seen him going 
into heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away.   (Acts 1:6-12)

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place together. And suddenly 
there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in 
which they were. Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to 
rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with the holy Spirit and began to speak in 
different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim.  (Acts 2:1-4)

Questions

1. Share something from the session on the Gospels, or from your experience of Holy 
Week, that really resonated with you.

2. Read Luke 22:54-62 and Acts 4:1-22 (Peter’s testimony after healing a crippled 
beggar). Describe Peter’s transformation. What encouragement do you receive from 
Peter’s experience?
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3. Have you experienced Jesus transforming you? Explain. What are some things you 
could do to enable God to continually transform you?

4. Read Acts 7:54-8:3, which follows St. Stephen’s preaching about Jesus, ultimately 
leading to his martyrdom. This is the first time we encounter Paul (known then as 
“Saul,” the Jewish form of his name). Saul was a man of great conviction; when we 
first meet him, he is doing everything he can to destroy the Church. Later, Paul (as 
he would be known after his conversion to Christianity) himself wrote, “all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” How do you deal with regret?

5. Read Acts 9:1-22. Perhaps it is because of his past that Paul was able to become 
such a powerful evangelist. What are some experiences or qualities that God has 
specifically given to you that He could use for His kingdom?

6. Read Galatians 2:20. We follow our Lord by dying to self and rising to new life in 
Him. What is one way this dying and rising has played out in your own life?

7. As Christians, there is a power at work in us—the same power that Jesus gave to 
the disciples on Pentecost: the Holy Spirit. Share one way that you see the Holy 
Spirit working in your life.

8. Looking ahead, what is one thing you could start doing, or continue doing, to keep 
your heart on fire for Jesus, especially after this Bible Study concludes?
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