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Light the Way

Session 7: The Gospel Spreads Under Persecution

Daily Prayer

Day 1: Acts 8:1-5, 16-40
• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s help to imagine yourself in the scene, as if you are really there. You just saw your 

friend, Stephen the deacon, killed and you have buried him. What do you see, smell, hear, or feel?
• Grace Desired: __________________________________________________________________

Day 2: Acts 8:1-5, 16-40
• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s help to imagine yourself in the scene, as if you are really there.  You’re with Philip 

and God tells both of you that there is work to do and you head south. How do you feel about this mission?
• Grace Desired: __________________________________________________________________
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Prayer & Small Group Questions

• RECALL that you are in the presence of God. 
• READ the passage prayerfully.
• THINK about what grace you desire. 
• SPEAK to God about your desire. 
• LISTEN to God’s response. 
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Day 3: Acts 10:30-35
• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s help to imagine yourself in the scene, as if you are really there. You hear 

Cornelius tell Peter about his encounter with one of God’s angels. What do you see, smell, hear, or feel?
• Grace Desired: __________________________________________________________________

Day 4: Acts 10:30-35
• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s help to imagine yourself in the scene, as if you are really there. Jesus had 

preached almost exclusively to the Jews; how do you feel knowing that a Gentile was visited by an angel?
• Grace Desired: __________________________________________________________________

Day 5: Acts 11:19-26
• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s help to imagine yourself in the scene, as if you are really there. You are travelling 

430+ miles to Antioch because people are joining “The Way.” What do you see, smell, hear, or feel?
• Grace Desired: __________________________________________________________________

Day 6: Acts 11:19-26
• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s help to imagine yourself in the scene, as if you are really there. How do you feel 

knowing that people in such distant lands are joining the faith in such a short period of time?
• Grace Desired: __________________________________________________________________
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Questions for Small Group Discussion

1. Following the stoning of St. Stephen, the early Church came under severe attack. For their own safety, 
Christians were forced to scatter throughout the known world at that time. For a young community still 
finding its footing, this should have meant their undoing. However, read Acts 8:1-4, Acts 1:8, and then 
Acts 11:19-26. What was the result of this disbursement of believers? What does this tell you about God’s 
providence? About our Catholic Church as a whole?

2. One of the first deacons of the church, Philip, is clearly skilled in the art of evangelization! Read Acts 8:4-8 
and, more carefully, Acts 8:26-38. Evangelization can be a daunting word, but the act doesn’t have to be. 
Document, step-by-step, how Philip is able to successfully share the Good News of Jesus Christ with an 
Ethiopian eunoch. Which of these steps do you think you could do? Which steps do you consider to be the 
most challenging?

3. In Acts 12 we witness King Herod executing one of the twelve apostles, James, and imprisoning Peter, the 
Shepherd of the Church. Read Acts 12:1-5. How does the local Church respond to this direct attack on 
their leadership? When you encounter challenges, do you find yourself turning to prayer? Do you ask others 
to pray for you? Do you offer to pray for others?
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4. As we have seen countless times before in Scripture, nothing is impossible for God! (Luke 1:37). Read 
Acts 12:5-11. How does the Lord come to Peter’s aid during a seemingly impossible situation? While 
prison may be an extreme, can you think of a time when God helped you out of a difficult situation, either 
directly or through another’s assistance? Did you feel the Lord acting in your life at the time, or only in 
hindsight? (There is no wrong answer here).


