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Bible Study

The Gospel Spreads 

Under Persecution

Now those who were scattered went about

preaching the word. Philip went down to a city in

Samaria, and proclaimed to them the Christ. And

the multitudes with one accord gave heed to what

was said by Philip, when they heard him and saw

the signs which he did. For unclean spirits came

out of many who were possessed, crying with a

loud voice; and many who were paralyzed or lame

were healed. So there was much joy in that city.

Acts 8:4-8

Deacon Philip
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But when they believed Philip as he preached good

news about the kingdom of God and the name of

Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and

women. Even Simon himself believed, and after

being baptized he continued with Philip. And

seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was

amazed.

Acts 8:12-13

[Peter and John] prayed for them that they might

receive the Holy Spirit, for it had not yet fallen on

any of them, but they had only been baptized.

Then they laid their hands on them and they

received the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8:16-17

Give me also this power, that any one on whom I

lay me hands may receive the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8:18-19
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I see clearly that the thing the Church needs most

today is the ability to heal wounds and to warm the

hearts of the faithful; it needs nearness, proximity.

I see the Church as a field hospital after battle.

Pope Francis



3/26/2018

4

As they went along the road they came to some

water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water!

What is to prevent my being baptized?” And he

commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went

down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he

baptized him.

Acts 8:36-38

As you sent me into the world, so I sent them into

the world. And I consecrate myself for them, so

that they also may be consecrated in truth. I pray

not only for them, but also for those who will

believe in me through their word, so that they may

all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you,

that they also may be in us, that the world may

believe that you sent me, and that you loved them

even as you loved me.

John 17:18-23

If any aliens living among you wish to celebrate

the Passover of the Lord, all the males among

them must first be circumcised, and then they may

join in its observance just like the natives. But no

man who is uncircumcised may partake of it. The

law shall be the same for the resident alien as for

the native.

Exodus 12:48-49

Old Covenant
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The days are coming, says the Lord, when I will

make a new covenant with the house of Israel and

the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant

I made with their fathers the day I took them by

the hand to lead them forth from the land of Egypt;

for they broke my covenant and I had to show

myself their master, says the Lord.

New Covenant

But this is the covenant which I will make with the

house of Israel after those days, says the Lord. I

will place my law within them, and write it upon

their hearts; I will be their God, and they shall be

my people. No longer will they have need to teach

their friends and kinsmen how to know the Lord.

All, from least to greatest, shall know me, says the

Lord, for I will forgive their evildoing and

remember their sin no more.

Jeremiah 31:31-34

New Covenant

If then God gave them the same gift he gave to us

when we came to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,

who was I to be able to hinder God?

Acts 11:17
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