
3/8/2017

1

Hearts on Fire Bible Study

Wonder and Wander

Pentateuch
Means “one book composed of 5 rolls”.

Two aspects…

- A line of narrative running from Adam to 

Moses.

- A series of laws and regulations having to do 

with various different circumstances 

experienced by the people of Israel.

Story Line
Gen 1-11   The Creation and the history of 

humankind up to Abraham.  Prehistory.

Gen 12-50   The history of the patriarchs: 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his sons.

Ex 1-18   Sojourn in Egypt; deliverance from 

slavery and escape into Sinai.

Ex 19-40   The Covenant made in Sinai.  A huge 

collection of laws: the Ten Commandments, the 

Code of the Covenant, and ritual regulations.
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Story Line
Lev 1-27   Laws about sacrifices, priests, ritual 

purity, and holiness.

Num 1-10   Preparation for leaving Sinai; some 

laws.

Num 11-36   Stages in the journey from Sinai to 

Moab; further laws about sacrifices and priests.

Deut 1-30   3 discourses given by Moses in Moab 

recalling the Israelite's pilgrimage in desert.

Deut 31-34   Moses’ last instructions.  His death.

Laws and Regulations
Why?

- God made the Israelites his chosen people 

among whom he was going to dwell.

- If God is dwelling among his people, then they 

need to live in holiness (live the life God lives).

Chosen people…

- Not because they were exceptional in any way.

- Because of God’s great love.

- By which God would make all peoples His 

adopted children.

Exodus 1-3
- Descendants of Israel were fruitful and 

increased greatly; they multiplied and grew 

exceedingly strong.

- New king over Egypt who did not know Joseph.

- King enslaves the people of Israel.  Kills every 

son that is born to the Hebrews.

- Moses is saved by Pharaoh’s daughter.

- He kills Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew.

- Moses flees to Midian; marries Zipporah.

- God appears to him and calls him to free Israel.
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Wonders - Plagues and the Passover

What were the 10 Plagues all about?

- They teach us about God’s love for us.  And 

because God loves us so much, He will do what 

is best for us.

- The plagues, especially the 10th plague, were 

against all the gods of Egypt. Every plague 

proved that there is only one, true God and not 

many gods. 

Plagues - Background
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my 

people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the 

wilderness’” (Exodus 5:1).

The Pharaoh responds “Who is the LORD that I 

should heed his voice?” (Exodus 5:2).

Plagues 1-9
Water in the Nile turns to blood.

Frogs everywhere.

Gnats from the dust.

Swarms of flies.

Cattle epidemic.

Boils on man and beast.

Rain, Hail, and Thunder.

Locusts devouring the remaining food.

Darkness for 3 days.
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The Passover
The final plague if the death of the first-born 

Egyptians, people and animals.

As a protection from death, the Hebrews were to 

celebrate the Passover. 

Passover…

- Unblemished male lamb.

- Kill it, put blood on doorposts and lintel.

- Eat the lamb.

- Prepared for a journey (food for the journey).

Passover and Last Supper
The Lord chose the context of the Passover Supper 

to institute the Eucharist:   “By celebrating the Last 

Supper with his apostles in the course of the 

Passover meal, Jesus gave the Jewish Passover its 

definitive meaning. Jesus' passing over to his father 

by his death and Resurrection, the new Passover, is 

anticipated in the Supper and celebrated in the 

Eucharist, which fulfills the Jewish Passover and 

anticipates the final Passover of the Church in the 

glory of the kingdom.” (CCC 340)

Wanders - Disobedience in the 

Dessert
The Israelites don’t trust God.

Israel’s Cycle – complaining, being disciplined, 

repenting, and then seeing God provide.  It 

happens over and over again (e.g. Red Sea, 

Manna, Water from the Rock, Serpents).

10 Commandments – how to live as God’s people; 

a holy nation.
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Sanctuary/Tabernacle 

and Ark of the Covenant
Sanctuary/Tabernacle or Sanctuary – where God 

would dwell with them in the desert.  Exodus 25:8-

9.

Ark of the Covenant is a memorial to the 

Covenant between God and his people, but first 

and foremost, it was a symbol of the presence of 

the Lord.

Conclusion

Exodus is a love story.

Only a free heart can 

love.

Jesus wants us to be 

free!

Moses dies outside 

the Promised Land.

Joshua will lead them 

in.


